LADIES ALDERLEY LEAGUE - SUBMITTED BY LYNN LUSH

What a wonderful year the Ladies Alderley team has had, back in the second division this season.
Despite the shortage of players at times this year, everyone pulled together to secure 5™ place in the
division, thus keeping our place in the second division next season. Also, massive congratulations to
Jan Romero-Vacas who finished top of the averages by quite a margin and even though she was at the
top in the closing stages she continued to play which could have affected her first place.

With grit and determination, we won our way through the knockout stages, beating some good teams
on the way to the semi-finals. We played Waggon Horses A team in the semi-finals and although the
handicap obviously helped, we still had an amazing win into the final. The final was played in the
afternoon in dreadful conditions against Crosstown and as always, the strong team spirit in our team
won through for an incredible win.

A huge thank you to all the team players over the season, particularly those who filled in when | was
short, thanks to those who were thrown in at the deep end playing in knockout matches at short notice
and those of you who were not at their healthy best but turned up and played anyway. Also, many
thanks to the supporters who turned up to mark cards during the season. It has been a pleasure to be
Captain for this great team over the last 4 years.

Finally, many thanks to the Vice Captain Sue Coleman for all her support throughout the season and |
wish her all the best as Captain next year of this wonderful team.

FRIENDLY MATCHES — SUBMITTED BY JAN ROMERO VACAS

Despite having a long list of players — 19 in all, we still struggled to make up a full team for every match
this year. This was down to a variety of reasons, including: holidays, illnesses, injuries and prior
commitments. However, only one match had to be cancelled and played at a later date.

Unfortunately, Romiley had to withdraw from the competitions completely, as they could not get a
team together. The good news is that next year we will be joined by a new club from The Brookdale
Club in Bramhall. Due to Romily’s withdrawal, we only had four games to play this season three of
which we lost, but not by much. However, every game we played was very enjoyable and light-hearted.
We only had one game away, which was at Stockport Sunday School. Unfortunately, their green was
in a dreadful state and it was somewhat akin to playing the equivalent of crazy golf, with the bowls
going anywhere except where they were supposed to.

One of the nicest things about this year was that so many new members signed up for the Friendlies.
Hopefully, they have enjoyed the experience of playing for a team and learning the rules of the game.
I’'m hoping that everyone will be just as enthusiastic next year.

MIXED WORKSHOP — SUBMITTED BY JAN ROMERO VACAS

At the beginning of the year, we started off in the middle of the B Division and we are still happily
there. My new way of picking the team so that nobody feels left out, | think has worked well, with
everyone having a decent amount of games throughout the season. The refurbished hut has received
many positive comments from both home teams and visiting teams alike and | would like to thank all
the people who offered their assistance and donations, to make it a much roomier and a more usable
space. We shall soon be thinking of ways to improve facilities for the visitors.



The support | have had from everyone in the team, especially John Daniels, who has stood in for me a
couple of times, has once again been overwhelming. Everyone participates in setting up for a match,
clearing up afterwards, giving lifts to away matches and just being supportive of each other. | would
also like to say well done to Tom Barton for making it into the averages. We have unfortunately had to
cope with the absence of certain members of the team for much of the year, mainly due to health
matters and we are looking forward to having them back, raring to go next year.

COMPETITION MATCHES — SUBMITTED BY MILLY GILLESPIE

We opened our season with our Fan Tan 17" April; we had 18 members entering. Winner Joyce Blease
and Jan Romero Vacas. Our other Competitions were: -

e Robson Cup 8™ May, 16 members played, (W) Pippa Jennings (RU) Josie MacKinlay

e Captains Day 29" May, 16 members played, (W) Marian Palmer, (RU) Josie MacKinlay

e Bowling for President 12™ June, 12 members played (W) Jan Romero Vacas (RU) Helen
Nightingale

e Merit Shield 24™" July, 15 members played (W) Jan Romero Vacas (RU) Joan Diffley

e Fun Day 14" August, 15 members entered (The Captains Team won)

e Pairs Competition 11 September, 14 members played (W’s) Joan Beard and Joyce Bould

e Finals Day 2" October, 13 members played (W) Helen Nightingale (RU) Lynn Burston

The committee has been a great support to these competitions by organizing the food, we have had
two buffets, prepared by the committee, scones provided by Josie, and cakes made by the committee
members also, two Fish and Chip events.

At this stage | would just like to offer my thanks, to Jan for supporting me as Vice-Captain and the
committee for their continued support throughout the season and for the members for entering the
competitions, providing prizes, for marking and setting up, brewing up and all other jobs which make
it a successful event. The weather has been very kind to us this season, with no re-arranged matches.
| have really enjoyed my year as captain, it was 2017 when | captained before, so it was a real memory
pusher. Finally, | would like to wish Jan in her term as Captain a very successful season for 2026.



